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UM TO COSPONSOR FORUM, CONFERENCE
ON PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES IN RURAL AMERICA
MISSOULA —
The University of Montana Research and Training Center on 
Rural Rehabilitation Services (RTC: Rural) will cosponsor a
forum Sept. 23-24 on "Prevention of Secondary Disabilities in 
Rural Areas" and a conference Sept. 24-26 on "Transitions Toward 
Independent Living and Work in Rural America."
Both events will be at the Village Red Lion, 100 Madison.
The forum, cosponsored by the Association of Programs for 
Rural Independent Living (APRIL) and the Centers for Disease 
Control, will cover topics like "Health Promotion and Fitness of 
Persons With a Disability," "The Involvement of Independent 
Living Centers" and "What Is the Role of Public Health?"
Forum speakers will include Tom Seekins, research director 
of RTC: Rural; Bob Moon, president of the Montana Public Health
Association; and Carol Locust, training director at the Research 
and Training Center on Native Americans in Tucson, Ariz.
The conference will focus on problems disabled people 
encounter returning from a rehabilitation facility to a rural 
area. Topics will include "Transition From Hospital to Rural 
Community," "Minority Concerns in Rural Transitions" and 
"Transitions for People With Psychiatric Disabilities."
Among the presenters will be Richard Offner, RTC: Rural
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director; Phil Browning, chairman of Auburn University's 
rehabilitation and special education department; Rick Forbess, 
senior associate at Boston University’s Center for Psychiatric 
Rehabilitation; Linda Tonsing-Gonzales, president of APRIL; and 
Jake Whitecrow, consultant and former director of the National 
Indian Health Board.
Cosponsoring the conference are the Region VIII 
Rehabilitation Continuing Education Program, APRIL and the 
Missoula Community Hospital and Rehabilitation Center.
The forum costs $20 and the conference $90. Checks made 
payable to the University of Montana should be sent to RTC:
Rural, 52 Corbin Hall, University of Montana, Missoula, MT 59812. 
For more information, call 243-5481.
###
Contact: Judy Fredenberg, 243-5481
CSW
Local plus dailies and weeklies 
Rural.rl
